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The present conditions of the pressure ulcers in one technologically advanced hospital

Yoko SETOGUCHI D

Shinko ICHINOHE 2)

Chiaki MONDENN3)
Mariko SAKAI3)

Abstract

Fiscal Year 2006 pressure ulcer rate data from Hospital A, which is designated a Special
Functioning Hospital, was received and analyzed. As a result, the following points were made
clear: There were an annual total of 138 patients (0.9%) with pressure ulcers at Hospital A
during Fiscal Year 2006. Few prevalence rates this low are to be found anywhere in the
country. The most common etiological factor in pressure ulcers was malignant tumors, which do
not readily allow prevention. The most common location was in ICUs, where there are many
patients at high risk of pressure ulcers. Pressure ulcers that occurred during perioperative and
postoperative periods were cured quickly.

The general context involved the use of nurses for hygienic care and excretion assistance as
well as a Pressure Ulcer Countermeasures Committee and nutrition support teams working in
collaboration. It was suggested that these and other such effective measures for pressure ulcer
prevention were yielding results. Considering the various characteristics concerned in terms of
the two factors of pressure ulcer risk and difficulty of treatment, it was conjectured that Hospital
A is successfully preventing those pressure ulcers that are preventable and providing
appropriate care for those pressure ulcers that do occur. Special Functioning Hospitals have
large numbers of patients at high risk for pressure ulcers, and these findings suggest that
pressure ulcer prevention measures and treatment for pressure ulcers that occur are being
provided appropriately. Further improvement of the quality of care will become an issue in the
future from the perspective of improving patient quality of life and raising the quality of care.
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